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Attribution of Artificial Intelligence Harms under Saudi Law:
Causation, Custody, and Technical Control
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Abstract

This article addresses a narrower and more decisive question than the familiar
enquiry whether the general rules of civil liability are abstractly sufficient for
harms caused by artificial intelligence: how should such harms be attributed
under Saudi law when causation is layered, actors are multiple, and technical
control over the source of risk and the relevant records is unevenly distributed? It
argues that the real difficulty lies less in legislative absence than in the operation
of existing rules across development, supply, integration, deployment, use, and
control of digital records. The article adopts a doctrinal analytical method,
supplemented by limited functional comparison, through an integrated reading
of the Saudi Civil Transactions Law, the Law of Evidence, and relevant Saudi
reqgulatory materials. Its original contribution lies in shifting the debate from
abstract adequacy to structured attribution, distinguishing embodied from
disembodied Al systems, and proposing a Saudi framework for allocating liability
by reference to source of risk, technical control, operational timing, records, and
meaningful human review. It concludes that Saudi law already contains
substantial tools for protection, but their effectiveness depends on a more
function-sensitive reading of causation, custody, evidence, and technical
disclosure, without resorting to electronic personhood or a wholesale reversal
of the burden of proof.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence; civil liability; attribution of harm; causation;
custody of things; technical control; digital evidence.
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