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National Crime Observatory: A Legal and Institutional Framework for Modernizing Criminal Policy in Morocco

and Enhancing Its Effectiveness
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Abstract
The establishment of the National Crime Observatory in Morocco, notwithstanding the time lapse between the
royal call for its creation in the King's speech commemorating the Revolution of the King and the People in
2009 and its formal legal and institutional establishment in 2025, constitutes one of the most significant
innovations introduced by the Criminal Procedure Code. As a legal and institutional mechanism, the Observatory
plays a vital role in providing a knowledge and statistical base for monitoring and analyzing criminal
phenomena. This enables it, alongside other stakeholders in the criminal justice system, to contribute to the
development of criminal policy on the basis of scientific evidence and accurate data through an evidence-based

approach, thereby transcending the traditional punitive approach whose limitations have become increasingly apparent.
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Accordingly, the National Crime Observatory forms an integral part of the broader trend toward rationalizing the

management of criminal affairs and strengthening mechanisms of monitoring, follow-up, and evaluation. Such an
approach facilitates the design and formulation of effective public policies in the fields of crime prevention and
crime control. Consequently, the Observatory is expected to make a substantial contribution to addressing the
growing threats facing society resulting from the expansion and increasing complexity of certain forms of crime,
as well as the emergence of new criminal patterns. This contribution is essentially preventive and proactive in
nature, relying on the scientific analysis of available data and information rather than on ex post measures
implemented after crimes have already occurred.
This article seeks to shed light on the National Crime Observatory in Morocco by examining its legal and
institutional framework and identifying its roles and functions. It further explores the limitations of its
effectiveness and efficiency in guiding criminal policy, as well as its future prospects. The study is guided by the
following central question: To what extent does the National Crime Observatory constitute an effective legal and
institutional mechanism for monitoring and analyzing criminal phenomena in Morocco? What are the limitations
and future prospects of such effectiveness?
Keywords: National Crime Observatory in Morocco; Criminal Policy; Institutional Coordination; Evidence-Based
Approach; Criminal Phenomena; Monitoring; Analysis; Crime Trends.
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Jean-Luc Lemahieu, Promoting Evidence-Based Prevention Strategies to Mitigate the Harms of Drug Use: The Role of the

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, sur le lien: https://www.un.org/en/node/218927?utm_source=chatgpt.com

European Parliament. Understanding Crime Statistics, European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), Briefing, 11
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