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Abstract:
This study aims to analyze how official Moroccan discourse constructs cheating in the Baccalaureate examination
as a public problem and how this process contributes to reshaping public debate and reproducing institutional
legitimacy. The study relies on a qualitative analysis of official documents, supported by quantitative indicators,
within the frame work of the sociology of public problems. The findings reveal that official discourse prioritizes
surveillance, regulatory procedures, and punitive measures, while educational considerations are marginalized and
the structural causes underlying cheating remain largely absent. Consequently, public debate is redirected towards
procedural concerns,and the legitimacy of the Baccalaureate examinationis reconstructed onthe basis of procedural
legitimacy, grounded in the integrity of administrative procedures and the effectiveness of surveillance mechanisms.

Keywords: Public Problem; Institutional Legitimacy; Baccalaureate Examination; Cheating.
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