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The System of Sufi Values and the Challenge of the Moroccan Development Model: A Legal and Institutional

Approach
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Abstract

This study examines the legal and institutional conditions under which the system of Sufi values in Morocco
could be converted from a spiritual and symbolic asset into an operational lever within the New Development
Model. It starts from the observation that official Moroccan discourse has placed intangible capital at the core of
development policy since 2014, while the Sufi field, with its lodges, brotherhoods, endowment resources and
social networks, has remained outside any explicit developmental regulation. The central question is the
following: to what extent does the current legal and institutional framework allow the integration of this value
system into public development policies? The study defends the hypothesis that the constitutional order of 2011
provides a sufficient normative basis for such integration, but that the absence of specific legislation governing
Sufi brotherhoods, combined with persistent internal governance deficiencies within the lodges, makes a dual
reform, external legislative and internal managerial, a necessary condition for any effective mobilization. The
research relies on a critical analysis of constitutional and statutory texts, supported by a functional approach to
values and a selective comparison with the Indonesian, Senegalese and Turkish experiences. It concludes by

outlining a Moroccan legal framework based on statutory recognition of the developmental function of Sufi
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institutions, modernization of their endowment management, contractual partnerships with territorial collectivities,
and preservation of the principle of institutional neutrality of the State.
Keywords: Sufi values; New Development Model; intangible capital; zawiyas; religious governance; Moroccan
legislation.
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