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Abstract

This study examines the criminal protection of foreign investmentin the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in light of Saudi Vision 2030, within
the broader objective of fostering a secure investment environment that safeguards investors’ assets, rights, and information against
various forms of criminal conduct. The study addresses the effectiveness of the dispersed criminal and economic provisions within
Saudi laws in providing integrated criminal protection for foreign investment. It aims to define the scope of such protection, identify
the principal forms of criminal conduct affecting foreign investment, and assess the integration of the relevant legal provisions,
sanctions, and enforcement mechanisms. The study adopts inductive, analytical, and critical approaches, with limited use of the
comparative method.

The study finds that criminal protection of foreign investment under Saudi law is distributed across multiple laws according to the
subject matter of the offense and the legally protected interest. While there is no comprehensive legislative gap requiring the
enactment of a separate law governing investment-related crimes, the fragmentation of relevant provisions and the varying standards
of corporate criminal liability call for greater legal coherence and clarity. The study further finds that effective protection depends on
efficient enforcement, evidence collection, and the tracing and recovery of criminal proceeds. It recommends developing the rules
governing corporate criminal liability and sanctioning criteria, strengthening coordination among competent authorities and
compliance programs, establishing clearer standards for distinguishing criminal conduct from contractual breaches, and enhancing
mechanisms for asset recovery and international judicial cooperation.

Keywords: Criminal Protection; Foreign Investment; Saudi Vision 2030; Investment Environment.
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