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The Migration and Forced Displacement Crisis Amidst Conflicts in West Africa
EL YAHIYAOUI LAILA
Researcher in International Law at Mohammed V University, Rabat
Abstract
This study examines the crisis of migration and forced displacement in the context of conflicts in West Africa,
by analyzing the impact of conflicts and security crises on population movements, while considering their
interaction with economic, social, and environmental factors. It aims to assess the capacity of the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to develop a regional response to this crisis. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, a legal approach, and a case-study approach. It finds that conflicts and insecurity
are the main drivers of forced displacement, while economic vulnerability and climate-related pressures
exacerbate their effects. The study also highlights the importance of the ECOWAS legal and institutional
framework, particularly the 1979 Protocol on Free Movement of Persons and the ECOWAS Common Approach on
Migration. However, the effectiveness of the regional response remains constrained by implementation gaps,
persistent security and political challenges, and transformations within the regional system. The study concludes
that an integrated approach is needed, combining free movement, humanitarian protection, conflict
prevention, border management, and early-warning mechanisms.
Keywords: Migration; Forced Displacement; Conflicts; West Africa; Economic Community of West African States

(ECOWAS); Free Movement; Regional Security; Humanitarian Protection.
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displacement in 2025.
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[9] International Organization for Migration. (2024). Wesr and Central Africa—Regional mobility mapping
(December 2024). Displacement Tracking Matrix.
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[12] Economic Community of West African States. (1979). Protocol relating to free movement of persons, residence
and establishment (A/P.1/5/79). ECOWAS.
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[13] Economic Community of West African States. (1985). Supplementary Protocol A/SP.1/7/85 on the code of
conduct for the implementation of the protocol on free movement of persons, right of residence and establishment.
ECOWAS.
[14] Economic Community of West African States. (1986). Supplementary Protocol A/SP.1/7/86 on the
implementation of the second phase (right of residence) of the protocol on free movement of persons, right of
residence and establishment. ECOWAS.
[15] Economic Community of West African States. (1990). Supplementary Protocol A/S5P.2/5/90 on the
implementation of the third phase (right of establishment) of the protocol on free movement of persons, right of
residence and establishment. ECOWAS.
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[16] Economic Community of West African States. (n.d.). Directorate of Free Movement of Persons, Migration &

Tourism. ECOWAS.
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[18] Economic Community of West African States. (2026, May 10). /nterior ministers from ECOWAS member states
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[19] Economic Community of West African States. (n.d.). Directorate of Free Movement of Persons, Migration &
Tourism. ECOWAS.
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[20] Economic Community of West African States. (2025, January 29). Press statement: The withdrawal of Burkina
Faso, the Republic of Mali and the Republic of Niger from ECOWAS. ECOWAS.
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[21] Economic Community of West African States. (2025, April 23). Extraordinary session of the ECOWAS Council
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Niger from ECOWAS. ECOWAS.
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[23] Economic Community of West African States. (2025, January 29). Press statement: The withdrawal of Burkina
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