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Legal Protection of Volunteers in the United Arab Emirates (A Comparative Analytical Study in Light of Federal

Legislation and Local Regulations in the Emirates of Dubai and Abu Dhabi)
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Abstract

This study examines the legal framework governing volunteer work in the United Arab Emirates, with particular emphasis
on the protection afforded to volunteers against risks arising during volunteer activities and on the allocation of legal
liability between volunteers and organizing entities. It analyzes Federal Law No. 13 of 2018 on Volunteer Work and Cabinet

Resolution No. 70 of 2020, together with Dubai Law No. 5 of 2018 and Abu Dhabi’s updated volunteering policy. The study
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adopts a descriptive and analytical approach, supplemented by a limited comparative perspective with the U.S. Volunteer
Protection Act of 1997 and selected UK principles. It argues that the UAE has established an advanced regulatory
foundation, but that the degree of specificity concerning insurance, third-party liability, exemptions from liability, and
dispute settlement differs between federal and local frameworks. It recommends a more uniform federal minimum
standard for volunteer protection, risk-based insurance, clearer liability thresholds, standardized volunteer agreements, and
accessible mechanisms for resolving volunteer-related disputes.

Keywords: Volunteer Work; Legal Protection of Volunteers; Civil Liability; Insurance; Federal Law No. 13 of 2018; United

Arab Emirates.
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