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Abstract

This study examines the disputes expected to arise from the projects linked to Morocco's co-
hosting of the 2030 FIFA World Cup with Spain and Portugal, and how arbitration can resolve
them. It distinguishes between two categories: commercial and investment disputes arising from
stadium construction, transport, hospitality and service contracts, and sports disputes brought
before the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne. The study analyses the institutional
framework of the projects, the provisions of Moroccan Law No. 95-17 on arbitration involving
public entities and the enforcement of the resulting awards, Law No. 86-12 on public-private
partnerships, FIDIC forms and dispute avoidance boards, and Morocco's experience before ICSID in
the Salini and RFCC motorway cases. It also presents the CAS appeals procedure, recent European
rulings limiting forced sports arbitration, and the Moroccan cases brought before the CAS,
including the dispute over the final of the 2025 Africa Cup of Nations. It concludes that in time-
critical projects dispute avoidance matters more than dispute resolution, that the real challenge
lies in coordinating arbitration clauses across interrelated contracts, and it proposes practical

recommendations and a model multi-tier dispute resolution clause.

Keywords: Arbitration FIFA World Cup 2030 construction contracts
dispute avoidance boards public-private partnerships investment arbitration
Court of Arbitration for Sport Moroccan Law 95-17
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