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Abstract

This study aims to analyse the role of Scopus and its journal ranking system in enhancing research quality in police sciences,
by presenting a methodological roadmap that guides researchers in security institutions toward publishing in accordance
with international academic standards. The study is divided into three main chapters. The first chapter introduces the
conceptual framework of Scopus, including its definition, operational mechanisms, and the journal classification system
(Q1—-Q4), in addition to reviewing the key criteria and indicators used to evaluate the quality of journals and scientific
research. The second chapter focuses on the current state of academic publishing in police sciences by analysing major
challenges faced by researchers, such as inappropriate journal selection, limited adherence to international methodological
standards, and common mistakes that reduce the likelihood of publication in indexed journals. The third chapter presents
a methodological roadmap for publishing in Scopus-indexed journals by outlining the essential stages of the research
process, starting from topic selection and problem formulation, through structuring the research according to academic
standards, to selecting appropriate journals and responding effectively to reviewers’ comments. The chapter also proposes
a practical model designed to help police researchers improve the quality of their academic output and increase their
chances of publication in international journals. This contributes to supporting evidence-based policing and enhancing the

global impact of police research.

Keywords: Scopus, Journal Ranking, Academic Publishing, Police Sciences, Research Quality.
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