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Abstract
This study addresses a merchant’s cessation of debt payments, considering this situation as indicative of a
disturbance and destabilization in their financial position, which may jeopardize the rights of their
creditors. This is why the legislator regarded it as a justifying condition for issuing a ruling to open the
procedure.
The legislator has defined the date of cessation of payments up to the ruling to open the procedure, calling
it the “period of doubt,” and has attached certain sanctions to it, which may even reach nullity.
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