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Abstract:
This study, titled "Foreign Investment in Oil Contracts of Developing Countries," reviewed the concept of oil in legal terminology and
its importance. It also discussed oil contracts in developing countries, defining them according to legal doctrine and national
legislation, and examined the legal nature of oil contracts. The study covered types of oil contracts in developing countries, such as :
oil concession contracts, production sharing contracts, and oil service contracts, defining these contracts, their origins, characteristics,
examples, and highlighting their pros and cons for host developing countries and foreign companies.
Among the key findings, the study confirmed that arbitration decisions indicate that oil contracts, as long as they are not concluded
between states, are not considered international agreements and are not subject to public international law between states.
International courts have consistently rejected the idea of internationalizing contracts between states and foreign private entities. The
study also provided several recommendations, notably that developing countries should avoid concluding oil concession contracts
with foreign companies and instead opt for production sharing contracts, where the foreign company funds exploration and discovery
operations, providing these companies with a form of stability and assurance in their relationship with oil-producing developing
countries.

Keywords:Oil , Contract, Concession , Sharing , Service.
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(550) Ebtissam El Kailani-ChariatLa nécessité de la stabilisation, du point de vue du droit international La stabilisation des contrats pétroliers,
Thése pour obtenir le grade de docteur de I'Université Paris | Panthéon Sorbonne Ebtissam, Le 28 Novembre 2017, p, 51.
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(554) British Academy For Trading and Development, available at : https://batdacademy.com/ar, visited on 10-9-2025, at 8:50 a.m.
(555) Le contrat pétrolier est un contrat conclus entre les personnes de nature différentes. La premiére partie est un Etat- hdte avec ses doubles capacités"
souverain et propriété”. La deuxiéme partie un investisseur prive sujet de droit privé.
Ebtissam El Kailani-Chariat, Op, p, 22.
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(560) Les contrats pétroliers a la porte de tous; Traduction de L'anglais par Samira Druihe,, Samira Druihe, Cordaid; Building FlourishingCo,unities; availableat :

https://www.itie.sn/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Contrats-Petroliers-a-la-portee-de-tous.pdf; p.32.
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(571) « un contrat par lequel une collectivité publique fait appel au concours d'un particulier ou d'une personne pour exploiter un service public ou une
entreprise d'intérét général ». Par contre, danslesprit du droitcommun, la « concession» est, de maniére plus large: «a private property right of the granter, a

contractual relationship to which a government is a party and a right affecting governmental interests ». Ebtissam El Kailani-Chariat, Op. cit.,p. 202.
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(572) Les contrats pétroliers a la porte de tous; Traduction de L'anglais par Samira Druihe,, Samira Druihe, Cordaid; Building FlourishingCo,unities; availableat :
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