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Climate Change and Flood Risk Governance in Morocco: Limits of Legal and Institutional Effectiveness
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Abstract
This article examines flood risk governance in Morocco in the context of climate change, with particular emphasis
on the effectiveness of the legal and institutional framework governing water resources, especially Law No. 36.15
relating to water. It is based on the assumption that climate change in Morocco no longer raises only the issue of
structural water scarcity, but has also produced a complex hydrological condition in which growing pressure on

water resources coincides with the increasingfrequency and intensity of extreme water-related events, particularly

floods.
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The article adopts an analytical approach grounded in the examination of relevant legal and regulatory texts, as
well as public policies related to water security. It also highlights the role of institutional actors in planning,
monitoring, early warning, and territorial intervention. Special attention is paid to the relationship between water
planning, urban planning instruments, and territorial governance, against the backdrop of persistent spatial
vulnerability and continued urban expansion in flood-prone areas.

The study concludes that the Moroccan legal framework contains relatively advanced provisions regarding flood
prevention and integrated water resources management. However, its practical effectiveness remains limited by
institutional coordination gaps, weak convergence among stakeholders, and the insufficient incorporation of
preventive, risk-based approaches into territorial decision-making. Strengthening anticipatory governance
therefore requires a more robust preventive framework, closer articulation between risk maps and spatial planning,
and stronger multi-level institutional coordination within a perspective of sustainable territorial development
Keywords:

Water resources governance; Flood risk; Climate change; Water security; Law No. 36.15 relating to water;
Institutional coordination; Territorial planning; Risk management
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835 Conseil national des droits de 'Homme (CNDH), Gestion de la catastrophe des inondations au regard des normes internationales : conclusions
préliminaires (Rabat: CNDH, février 2026). L'existence de ces conclusions et leur contenu général sont rapportés par les sources consultées.

Voir aussi :Fatima Ezzahra Mengoub, “Entre sécheresse et crues : capitaliser sur les extrémes pour la résilience agricole,” Policy BriefPB-11/26 (Policy Center
for the New South, février 2026),p 3-7.

836 Conseil économique, social et environnemental (CESE), La gouvernance par la gestion intégrée des ressources en eau au Maroc : levier fondamental de
développement durable (Rabat: CESE, 2014), p. 28—29, 54—60.

-Voir aussi : Direction Générale de la Météorologie, “Lancement du systeme de vigilance météorologique a I'échelle communale,” 21 mars 2022; Direction

Générale de la Météorologie, “Journée d'information et de communication sur la vigilance météorologique a I'échelle de la commune,” 9 mars 2022.
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