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Corporate Crime Disputes (Criminal Liability)
Ilham Boutaba,
PhD researcher in Business Law,Faculty of Law — Tangier
Abstract

This article examines criminal liability in commercial companies within the framework of Moroccan business
criminal law. It highlights the growing legislative and judicial intervention in the business sector due to its vital role
in economic development. The study shows that Moroccan legislation has shifted from a protective approach to a
punitive one by introducing criminal sanctions to safeguard companies and their related interests. It analyzes the
criminal responsibility of both legal and de facto managers, as well as the possibility of shared liability between the
company as a legal person and its managers. The article also discusses the recognition of corporate criminal liability
and the challenges it raises in relation to the principle of personal punishment. Furthermore, it emphasizes the
specific nature of investigation and prosecution procedures in corporate crimes. Finally, the study concludes that
despite legislative progress, Moroccan criminal policy still relies heavily on repression, calling for stronger

preventive and governance mechanisms to enhance legal protection for companies.
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