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International Efforts to Combat Bribery
Dr. Mohamed Souleiman KOUNEIN

Adjunct Professor, University of Nouakchott - Faculty of Law and Political Sciences

Abstract:
This article addresses international efforts aimed at combating the crime of bribery as one of the most prominent
manifestations of administrative and financial corruption with cross-border dimensions. The study focuses on analyzing
the legal and institutional framework established by international conventions, foremost among them the United Nations
Convention against Corruption, as well as the regional agreements ratified by the Islamic Republic of Mauritania.
The article adopts a comparative analytical approach to examine the obligations of States Parties, particularly with regard
to the criminalization of domestic and international bribery, the strengthening of judicial cooperation mechanisms, and the
recovery of illicit proceeds. Italso discusses the role of regional and international organizations in promoting the principles
of transparency and accountability, in addition to the contribution of civil society organizations in monitoring the
implementation of these conventions.
The study concludes that the international framework for combating bribery has become more comprehensive and clearer
from alegislative perspective. However, its practical effectiveness remains closely linked to the extent of states’ commitment
to actual implementation, the development of sound governance systems, and the strengthening of judicial independence
and oversight bodies. The article recommends the harmonization of procedural standards, the intensification of
international cooperation, and support for institutional capacity-building in developing countries to ensure a more effective
global fight against bribery.
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