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Transnational Money Laundering Crime: Criminal Enforcement under Saudi and Emirati Law
Reval Mohammed Alghamdi
Faculty of Law: King Abdulaziz University
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Abstract

This study examines the crime of Transnational money laundering under the Saudi and Emirati laws, recognizing it as a complex
financial offense that threatens economic stability and requires international cooperation for effective prevention and prose cution.
The study aims to analyze the legal definitions of the crime, its material and moral elements, the applicable penalties, mechanisms of
asset confiscation, and frameworks for international cooperation, while highlighting the similarities and differences between the two
jurisdictions. Comparative and analytical methodology was employed, drawing on legal texts, decrees, peer-reviewed academic
literature, and relevant judicial rulings. The findings indicate that the Saudi definition is broad in terms of the acts constituting the
crime but less precise regarding the mental element, whereas the Emirati definition directly links illicit funds to the predicate offense
and explicitly includes digital and virtual assets. Confiscation is identified as the primary legal sanction, while international
cooperation is mandatory in the UAE and discretionary in Saudi Arabia, influencing the effectiveness and timeliness of executing
foreign judgments. Furthermore, the Saudi system incorporates preventive measures, such as travel restrictions and deportation, to
strengthen deterrence.
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