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Social and cultural factors affecting community participation among employees of local authorities in the city of
Mr. Raghib Ahmed Abu Diak
PhD candidate, Department of Political Sociology, Faculty of Humanities, Abdelmalek Essaadi University,

Tetouan, Morocco.

Email: Rageabudeaik@gmail.com

Abstract:
Objectives: This study aims to identify the social and cultural factors influencing community participation among
local authority employees in Tulkarm, given the importance of community participation as a cornerstone of local
development and a key element in promoting good governance and active citizenship.
Results: The study sought to analyze the impact of a range of social variables, such as social relationships,
community affiliation, and the level of social interaction, as well as cultural variables like values, beliefs, cultural
attitudes, and general awareness, on the degree of involvement of local authority employees in community
activities and initiatives.
The study employed a descriptive-analytical methodology and utilized a field questionnaire to collect data from a
sample of local authority employees in Tulkarm. The goal was to measure their awareness of the social and cultural
factors related to community participation and to statistically analyze their attitudes toward these factors.
Conclusions: The results showed that the level of community engagement among employees was moderate, and
that social and cultural factors had a significant impact on shaping this level. Specifically, higher social and cultural
awareness was associated with a greater tendency to actively participate in local community issues. The results
also revealed statistically significant differences attributable to educational qualifications, favoring those with
higher qualifications, while gender-related differences did not show a clear statistical significance.
Keywords: Social factors, Cultural factors, Community engagement, Local authorities, Tulkarm city, Community
awareness, Local development.
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