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Abstract
This research aims to study the objectives and legal foundations of the Land and Water Settlement Law No. 40 of
1952, and to analyze its legislative philosophy and its impact on the stability of real estate ownership in Palestine.
It has been shown that the law did not merely regulate registration, but rather established an integrated system for
achieving legal certainty by combining procedural justice with substantive stability. The law rests on two main
pillars: first, the procedural framework that guarantees transparency and the right to object; and second, the
substantive principles represented by legal validity and the absolute binding force of real estate restrictions. Judicial
precedents, particularly the rulings of the Court of Cassation and the Palestinian High Court of Justice, have
demonstrated the strengthening of finality and the protection of established legal positions. The research affirms
that the law has contributed to supporting agricultural and social development by stabilizing ownership and
fostering confidence in the land registry, while highlighting the balance between individual justice and the public

interest. The research concludes with the necessity of developing the procedural and technical mechanisms of the
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law to keep pace with modern developments without compromising its core philosophy. It also recommends

unifyingjudicial interpretation and enshrining legal security and legitimate trust to ensure the sustainability of real

estate stability. The research highlights the importance of law as an advanced model for achieving legal stability

and economic development in Palestinian society.

Keywords: Settlement law, real estate ownership, final schedule, schedule of rights, final restrictions, stability of

legal positions, social justice, procedural justice, legitimate trust, principle of transparency, right of objection,
jurisdiction of the settlement court, judicial review of the settlement
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