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Abstract:

This research paper examines administrative circulars within the Moroccan legal system, with particular focus on those
issued by the Ministry of Interior and addressed to territorial local authorities, in light of the principles of legality and
hierarchy of legal norms. The study is grounded in a central research question concerning the limits of the interpretative
function of administrative circulars and the extent to which, in practice, they may evolve into instruments that generate

binding obligations beyond the established legal framework governing the powers of territorial local authorities.
The paper adopts an analytical and critical approach by first clarifying the concept of administrative circulars and
determining their legal nature, then identifying their theoretical position within the hierarchy of legal norms. It subsequently

analyzes circulars issued by the Ministry of Interior as mechanisms of administrative guidance and interpretation,
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highlighting the risks arising from their departure from a purely interpretative role and the potential infringement of the
principle of legality. The study further examines the positions of administrative courts and legal doctrine regarding the
practical binding effect of circulars and the limits of their legitimacy.
The paper concludes that, despite their practical importance in ensuring consistency in administrative action and the proper
functioning of public services, administrative circulars cannot constitute an independent source of legal obligation. This
underscores the need to regulate their use and strengthen judicial oversight in order to safeguard the principle of legality
and protect local autonomy.
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