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Rights of the Elderly and People with Disabilities in Islamic Law and Contemporary Human Thought:

Comprehensive Care and Societal Challenges

Nours Issa Al-Malham

PhD in Islamic Studies from the Arab Academy for Sharia Sciences

Abstract:

The research aims to clarify the rights of the elderly and people with special needs in Islamic law and contemporary
human thought, and to identify the nature of care and the societal challenges related to this topic. To achieve the
research's objectives and goals, two approaches were adopted (descriptive and analytical) due to their suitability
for the research objectives and context. A set of conclusions was reached, the most important of which is that the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a global achievement accomplished by the United Nations in the field of
human rights. However, this does not mean that this achievement is the first of its kind in human history, as some
jurists claim, particularly in the field of caring for individuals with special needs. Islam, as the study demonstrates,
preceded this declaration and other international human rights covenants by many centuries. This means that

Islamic law was the first to establish the principles of human rights in a comprehensive manner, unprecedented
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and unparalleled. The researcher also presented a set of recommendations, the most prominent of which were:
Encouraging children from childhood to care for the elderly, treating them with the utmost respect, and teaching
them the importance of this in Islamic law and the importance of caring for this group for the efforts and
contributions they have made over many years. Countries should also pay attention, in cooperation with
international organizations specializing in empowering people with special needs to obtain all their rights, while
enhancing the methods used to express their opinions about these rights and obtain information by supporting all
forms of communication appropriate to them, whether sign language, Braille, augmentative communication, or
other communication methods.
Keywords: Rights _Elderly _People with Special Needs _ Challenges _ Islamic law _ Contemporary Thought
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