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The Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries : From Transformations of Decline to Dynamics of Rise in the
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Abstract :

This study analyzes the major transformations that shaped international relations in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries through a historical and comparative approach. It examines key global events in both periods in order to
understand the structural shifts in the international system. The findings suggest that the twentieth century was largely
characterized by decline, marked by the collapse of major empires and global powers such as the Ottoman Empire and the
Soviet Union. In contrast, the early twenty-first century appears to represent an era of ascent, defined by significant
geopolitical changes and the rise of emerging powers—particularly China and India—seeking greater influence in global
leadership. The study concludes that while the twentieth century symbolized decline in the global order, the twenty-first
century reflects a phase of transformation driven by the rise of new actors on the international stage.
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