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The Dialectical Relationship Between the International Protection of Human Rights and the Principle of Non-

Interference in the Internal Affairs of States
Youssef Atifi,
PhD Researcher in Public Law and Political Sciences, Faculty of Law, Agdal, Mohammed V University, Rabat.

Abstract
This study examines the inherent tension between the principle of non-interference in internal affairs and the
international protection of human rights—two pillars of modern international law that often clash. The study
concludes that the concept of sovereignty has shifted from an "absolute” right to "sovereignty as responsibility,”
where a state's domestic immunity is conditional upon its respect for human rights. While non-interference
remains a safeguard against foreign hegemony, international protection has become a legal obligation that
transcends national borders. The study concludes that reconciling these two principles requires implementing the
"Responsibility to Protect” (R2P) framework, provided it remains free from political manipulation and double
standards.
Keywords :
Human Rights, National Sovereignty, Non-Interference Principle, Responsibility to Protect , Public International
Law, Humanitarian Intervention, Domestic Jurisdiction.
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