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Digital Violence Against Women: Between the Inadequacy of Legal Regulatory Mechanisms and the Escalating
Risks to Family and Social Stability
KHADIJA BOUTARHATE
Doctorate in Private Law,
Faculty of Legal, Economic and Social Sciences, Meknes, Morocco.

Abstract
This topic arises within the context of profound transformations generated by digital advancement, where
cyberspace has evolved beyond a mere tool for communication into a space that enables new and increasingly
complex forms of harm. These forms of digital violence move beyond traditional, physical expressions and

manifest in intangible practices such as cyberbullying, defamation, online blackmail, harassment, stalking, and
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breaches of privacy.
What distinguishes digital violence against women is that its impact does not stop at the individual victim; rather,
it extends into the family sphere, weakening trust within interpersonal relationships and contributing to
psychological and social instability. Such effects undermine family cohesion and, over time, ripple outward to
affect society as a whole, particularly through a diminished sense of digital security and the growing normalization
of symbolic forms of violence.
Despite the efforts undertaken by the State, and the Moroccan legislator’s attempts to respond to technological
developments, most notably through the introduction of legal provisions criminalizing violations of private life via
electronic means, including Law No. 103.13 on combating violence against women, the continued rise of digital
violence highlights the limited effectiveness of existing legal regulatory mechanisms in providing adequate
protection, especially for women.
Confronting this issue requires a more comprehensive legal approach; one that combines enforceable legal
measures with preventive strategies and public awareness initiatives. Such an approach is essential to ensure a fair
balance between safeguarding women'’s rights and maintaining the stability of both the family unit and society
within an increasingly digital environment.
In this context, the present study examines digital violence against women as a multifaceted legal and social issue.
It seeks to assess how gaps in legal regulation contribute to the persistence and escalation of such violence, and to
evaluate its broader implications for family and social stability. Particular attention is given to key challenges,
including the difficulty of establishing digital evidence, the involvement of multiple actors, the cross-border nature
of such offenses, and the intangible character of the harm caused.
Key words: Digital Violence- Women- Legal Regulation- Privacy- Digital Evidence
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