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Criminal Policy in Confronting Terrorist Crime (A Foundational Analytical Study)
Dr. Waleed Zaid Safar Al-Otaibi
Assistant Professor of Law, Department of Law, College of Science and Humanities in Dawadmi, Shaqra
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract
This study examines criminal policy in combating terrorist crime in the Kingdom. It aims to clarify the
criminalization and punitive policies governing terrorist offenses in accordance with the Law on Combating
Terrorism Crimes and Their Financing, and to assess the adequacy of the safeguards provided by exceptional
criminal procedures for protecting the rights of the accused. The descriptive method is employed to present the
legal texts related to terrorist crime as set forth in the Law on Combating Terrorism Crimes and Their Financing,
while the analytical method is used to examine these texts in depth, analyzing their underlying philosophy and
effectiveness in deterrence and in safeguarding security. The study concludes with several key findings, most

notably that terrorist crime constitutes one of the most serious challenges facing contemporary states due to its
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direct threat to state security and societal stability. It also finds that the Law on Combating Terrorism Crimes and
Their Financing and its implementing regulations in the Kingdom have adopted a stringent criminal policy in
addressing terrorist crime, characterized by an expansion of the scope of criminalization, the imposition of harsher
penalties, and the granting of broad powers to investigation and law-enforcement authorities, in recognition of the
gravity of such crimes. The study recommends amending flexible provisions in the Law on Combating Terrorism
Crimes and Their Financing to ensure clarity and precision of legal texts, strengthening judicial oversight over
exceptional procedures, and enhancing the balance between the protection of national security and the respect for
rights and freedoms, thereby contributing to the development of a fair and effective criminal policy capable of
confronting the threat of terrorism without undermining the foundations of the rule of law.

Keywords: criminal policy; terrorist crime; terrorism.
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