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The Assessment of Compensation for Moral Damage under the Saudi Civil Transactions Law: A Proposed
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Abstract

Following the enactment of the Saudi Civil Transactions Law, the principal problem in moral-damage litigation is
no longer the basic admissibility of compensation, but the method of its assessment in a way that secures
reparation without sliding into rigid tariff-like pricing or concealed punitive damages. This article examines
whether the Saudi text permits the construction of a disciplined interpretive framework to guide judicial discretion
in assessing compensation for moral damage, and to identify the considerations that should appear in judicial
reasoning so that assessment does not rest on unexplained intuition. It adopts a doctrinal analytical method and
draws, within proper limits, on published Saudi judicial material and recent relevant scholarship. The article argues
that the preferable model is neither a fixed schedule nor unstructured discretion, but guided judicial discretion

based on visible criteria, including the nature of the infringed non-financial interest, the gravity and context of the
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act, the publicity and spread of the harm, the persistence of its effects and the possibility of remedying them, the
claimant’s connection to the injured interest, the adequacy of non-monetary reparation, and transparent judicial
reasoning. The study’s contribution lies in shifting the debate from the mere legitimacy of compensation to a more
disciplined account of how its assessment should be structured under the Saudi text and within its limits.

Keywords: moral damage, assessment of compensation, Saudi Civil Transactions Law, non-monetary reparation,

guided judicial discretion, judicial reasoning.
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