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Stages of development of a legal personality, as a legal entity

Ahmed Kamal Mohamed Hijjeh

Abstract: Examining the stages of development of legal personality as a legal entity is one of the most important
legal theories underpinning modern legal systems. The significance of this theory stems from its practical
implications for the establishment of various institutions, organizations, and facilities. The theory of legal
personality is based on the concept of "legal personality,” which, according to legal scholars, means the capacity to
acquire rights and bear obligations. Given the importance of the theory of legal personality in constructing legal
systems and establishing and managing various groups and organizations, this study examines the theory of legal
personality within the context of public services, tracing the stages of its evolution. As a preliminary step, it outlines
the theory as conceptualized by scholars of positive law. The evolutionary stages of public services constitute one
of the most prominent legal issues one that sparks extensive debate among legal scholars, the judiciary, and the
legislature given the intricate interplay involved between the public interest that public services strive to realize
and the individual rights that may potentially be infringed upon as a result of these services exercising their powers.
This study seeks to address this complex issue from a comprehensive legal perspective, grounded in the
fundamental nature of the legal personality of a juridical entity a concept distinct from, and not synonymous with,
that of a natural person. The study delineated the essential elements that must be present in a legal entity whether
at the formal or substantive level ultimately concluding that legal personality has, for practical reasons, become a
universally accepted concept within modern legal systems. Furthermore, it established that all doctrinal attempts
to exclude this concept from the legal framework have failed; for legal personality is, in reality, a tangible fact
manifested in the existence of human groups bound together by shared interests an existence and a bond from
which a collective will emerges. It is imperative that such entities be embodied in a specific legal form to enable
their expression. Consequently, legal personality emerges as the result of this existence serving as the sole
mechanism through which the rights and duties of public law entities can be defined given the multiplicity and
diversity of these entities. This aligns with the "Reality Theory," which is deemed to satisfy the practical
requirements underpinning the concepts of State continuity, the existence of public legal entities, and their
acquisition of legal personality.
Keywords: Legal Entity, Legal Personality, Public Service
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