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Jurisdiction in land and water settlement disputes in Palestine

In light of the provisions of the Land and Water Settlement Law No. 40 of 1952
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Abstract

This research addresses the issue of judicial jurisdiction in land and water settlement disputes, considered among
the most complex disputes due to their close connection to property rights, real estate stability, and economic
development. The importance of studying this topic lies in the need to determine the competent judicial authority
to adjudicate disputes, both during and after the settlement process, to ensure the protection of property rights and

achieve real estate security.
The research aims to analyze the legal framework governing the jurisdiction of judicial bodies in these disputes,
focusing on the limits of jurisdiction of regular courts, administrative courts, and quasi-judicial bodies responsible
for settlement. It also discusses the nature of legal settlement procedures and the extent to which their classification

as administrative or judicial acts affects the determination of jurisdiction.
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The research focuses on the practical problems that arise when jurisdictional disputes arise, such as the binding
nature of settlement decisions, appeals after the expiry of legal deadlines, conflicts between the land registry and
judicial rulings, and the impact of the completion of settlement procedures on judicial authority. The research
employs a comparative analytical approach, examining relevant legal texts and judicial precedents, while
highlighting practical experiences in the application of the law. The research concludes that unifying legislative
standards for determining jurisdiction is essential for enhancing legal certainty, protecting property rights, and
achieving stability in real estate ownership. It also emphasizes the importance of coordination between settlement
courts, regular courts, and administrative courts to minimize conflicting rulings, ensure effective litigation, and
support economic development related to real estate ownership.
Keywords: Jurisdiction, Land Settlement, Water Settlement, Real Estate Disputes, Conflict of Jurisdiction
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2704 De Vries, B., & Vos, J. (2021). Initial insights on land adjudication in afit-for-purpose land administration context. Land, 10(4), 414.
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