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Constitutional Protection of Minority Rights in Iraq

Abstract
The protection of human rights is considered one of the fundamental pillars upon which the modern constitutional
state is built. Constitutions are no longer limited to organizing public authorities and defining their powers rather
their role has expanded to include guaranteeing fundamental rights and freedoms for all individuals without
discrimination. Among these rights minority rights stand out as an important part of the human rights system given
the challenges that these groups often face in preserving their cultural religious and ethnic identity within society.
The issue of constitutional protection of minority rights gains particular importance in countries characterized by
ethnic and religious diversity including Iraq which is considered a diverse society comprising many ethnicities
religions and sects The Iraqi constitutional legislator through the Constitution of the Republic of Iraq of 2005
sought to establish a set of constitutional principles that emphasize respect for this diversity and guarantee the

protection of the rights of all societal components. This is achieved through provisions that affirm the principles of
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equality and non-discrimination and recognize ethnic religious and cultural plurali However, the constitutional
protection of minority rights cannot be achieved merely by stipulating them in the constitution. Rather, it requires
a comprehensive system of legislative, judicial, and institutional guarantees that ensure the effective
implementation of these rights in practice. The effectiveness of such protection is also influenced by the political,
security, and social conditions experienced by the stat Therefore, the importance of studying the constitutional
protection of minority rights in Iraq lies in analyzing the constitutional foundations of this protection and clarifying
the guarantees provided by the constitution. It also involves evaluating the reality of their implementation in
practice and the challenges they face, with the aim of proposing legal and institutional mechanisms that can
contribute to strengthening this protection and consolidating the principle of equal citizenship in lIraqi
society
Keywords:Constitutional Protection — Minority Rights — Human Rights — Iragi Constitution 2005 — Equality —
Non-Discrimination — Cultural Pluralism.
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