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Abstract:

This research discusses constitutional review of laws as one of the main guarantees for protecting the supremacy
of the Constitution and ensuring that laws and regulations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia do not conflict with
Islamic Sharia and the Basic Law of Governance. The research problem lies in the absence of clear rules in the Saudi
legal system regarding constitutional review and the authority responsible for it, which raises questions about the
effectiveness of the current mechanisms in protecting the supremacy of the Constitution. The importance of this
study lies in addressing a topic that has not been clearly regulated in the Saudi legal system, while explaining the
impact of the Kingdom’s Constitution, which is based on the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah, on constitutional review
and evaluating the effectiveness of the current mechanisms. The research aims to explain the principle of
constitutional supremacy, clarify the concept and importance of constitutional review, discuss its main methods
and their advantages and criticisms, review comparative systems, and explain the position of Saudi Arabia
regarding constitutional review of laws. The study relied on the descriptive method, the analytical method, and the
comparative method. The study concluded that constitutional review is a natural result of the supremacy of the
Constitution and an essential means of protecting it. It also found that the Saudi legal system does not expressly
regulate constitutional review or specify a competent authority, although courts practically exercise subsequent
judicial review by refusing to apply unconstitutional provisions without annulling them. The study recommended
expressly regulating constitutional review in Saudi Arabia, establishing clear legal mechanisms for such review,
creating an independent supreme constitutional court, and establishing a specialized body to conduct prior review
of laws before their issuance.

Keywords: Supremacy of the Constitution, Constitutional Review of Laws, Political Review, Judicial Review.
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