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Specific Performance in the International Contract for the Sale of Goods: A Comparative Study Between the

1980 Vienna Convention (CISG) and Moroccan Legislation
Mohamed EL AZZAOUI

Doctoral Researcher in Private Law, Faculty of Law, Rabat-Agdal Mohammed V University

Abstract

Specific performance constitutes one of the most significant remedies available in international sales contracts, as it seeks
to restore the creditor to the same legal and commercial position that would have resulted from proper contractual
performance, an outcome that monetary damages may fail to achieve in full. The United Nations Convention on Contracts
for the International Sale of Goods (CISG, 1980) expressly recognizes the buyer’s right to demand in-kind execution, subject
to conditions designed to accommodate the dynamics and exigencies of international trade. In contrast, the Moroccan legal
system grounds this remedy in the principle of pacta sunt servanda, as codified in Article 230 of the Code of Obligations
and Contracts, yet judicial practice frequently favors pecuniary compensation as a more pragmatic and expedient
alternative, This divergence gives rise to a central research question: to what extent does the Moroccan Iegal framework
ensure a level of protection comparable to that guaranteed under the CISG, and does the predominance of damages over

in-kind execution impede Morocco’s harmonization with modern international commercial standards? To answer this
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question, the article employs an analytical and comparative methodology, combining doctrinal analysis of the relevant legal
provisions with an examination of national jurisprudence and scholarly commentary. Drawing on statutory texts, selected
judicial decisions, and both domestic and international legal scholarship, the study aims to assess the effectiveness of the
Moroccan approach in securing contractual balance and commercial certainty. It ultimately proposes practical
recommendations to enhance the responsiveness of Moroccan law to contemporary international trade requirements and
to reinforce its convergence with global legal standards .

Keywords: Specific Performance - International Sales Contract - 1980 Vienna Convention - Breach of Contract.
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