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Environmental Crime between Legislation and Implementation
Nouhaila Chataou

PhD Researcher, Faculty of Legal, Economic and Social Sciences, Fez

Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah University

Abstract

Environmental crime is a multidimensional threat to human health, biodiversity and economic sustainability, and faces a
central challenge between the requirements of legislation and the challenges of implementation. At the international level,
international environmental law has established general mechanisms and standards through conventions such as the
Convention on Biological Diversity and protocols related to climate change and hazardous waste, which imposes an
international obligation on member states to adopt preventive and injunctive measures. National legislation plays the role
of a bridge between international standards and the reality of domestic protection, and this requires clear laws to define the
acts that make up environmental crime, and determine administrative and criminal penalties and responsibilities. The
executive branch is responsible for prevention through effective control policies, and the strengthening of inspection bodies
and administrative mechanisms. The judiciary has a crucial role to play in translating texts into practical protection through
fair trials and applying deterrent sanctions. The combined role of the Iegislator in modernising the rules, the executive
branch by strengthening mechanisms, and the judiciary by strictly enforcing the law is the only guarantee of deterring
environmental crimes, achieving effective compensation and repairing damage to the environment.

Keywords: Environmental Crime — International Environmental Law — National Legislation — Executive Authority —

Judicial Role — Deterrent Sanctions.
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Mariangela La Manna, «Poachers, Smugglers, Polluters and Other Environmental Criminals: Remarks on a Recent Publication on the Regulation of 2070
Environmental Criminality Under International and EU Law», The Italian Review of International and Comparative Law, Vol. 2, 2022, p. 461.

«Convention sur le commerce international des espéces de fauna et de flore sauvage menacées d'extinction», signée a Washington le 3 mars 1973,2071

amendée a Bonn le 22 juin 1979 et a Gaborone le 30 avril 1983.
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«Convention de Stockholm sur les polluants organiques persistants», adoptée le 22 mai 2001.2072

Della Nina, Marcelo, "What Do We Talk About When We Talk About Environmental Crimes ?", eucrim (The European Law Forum), Year 4, No. 15, July-2073
September 2025, p. 64.

- Police need up-to-date global data on criminals in order to carry out successful international investigations. More details can be found at Interpol.int. °7*

Accessed 20 April 2025 at 15:40.

last  European Union Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation, "Environmental Crime", available at: https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/sk/node/47642075

.at12:50Q.accessed February 24, 2026
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