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The Concept, Characteristics, and Forms of the Right to Privacy in Emirati, Egyptian, and Kuwaiti Legislation:
A Comparative Study
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Abstract

This study examines the concept of privacy, its characteristics, and its forms through a comparative analysis of Emirati,
Egyptian, and Kuwaiti legislation, given that the right to privacy constitutes a cornerstone of the human rights and personal
freedoms guaranteed by constitutions and international conventions. The research problem stems from the absence of a
comprehensive legislative definition of privacy, despite the broad constitutional and criminal protection it enjoys across
legal systems. The study aims to clarify the meaning of privacy in language, law, and jurisprudence, and to identify the
characteristics of the right to privacy and its principal forms, relying on the comparative method supported by the inductive
method in tracing jurisprudential definitions and legal texts. The study concludes that privacy is an inherent right
characterized by flexibility and adaptability, enjoys advanced criminal protection, and takes multiple forms including the
inviolability of the home, confidentiality of correspondence, family and health life, a person's image, and professional
secrets. The study's novelty lies in proposing a precise legal definition of privacy that fills the existing legislative gap in
Emirati, Egyptian, and Kuwaiti law, together with a set of recommendations to update legislation in line with rapid
technological development.

Keywords: Privacy, Private life, Criminal protection, Human rights, UAE legislation.
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® Dorothy Glancy, The Invention Of The Right To Privacy, Arizona Law Review, Volume 21; 1979.

® Samuel Warren and Louis Brandeis, The Right To Privacy, Harvard Law Review, Vol. 4,No. 5,15 December, 1890

® Alan Westin, Privacy and freedom , New York , Atheneum, 1967

® Martin Scheinin , Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism , A/HRC/13/37 , United Nations , 2009 .

®  Council of Europe, Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal
Data (ETS No. 108), Strasbourg, 28 January 1981, modernised by the Amending Protocol of 2018 ("Convention
108+").

® Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 (General Data

Protection Regulation - GDPR).
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