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"Basic Needs in Conflict-Affected Environments: An Approach from the Perspective of Social Cohesion and

International Humanitarian Law (Case Study: Gaza Strip)"
Author: Amin Juma Amin Aasi

Affiliation: Palestinian Ministry of Finance and Planning
Study Summary
This study aims to analyze the profound transformations in patterns of social and economic cohesion in the Gaza
Strip under conditions of war, prolonged blockade, and sustained deprivation. It seeks to understand how
collective consciousness is being reshaped, as reflected in digital discourse on social media platforms. The study
further explores the relationship between economic, social, and political conditions on one hand, and coping
mechanisms, institutional trust, and survival strategies on the other, through a sociological lens and critical
discourse analysis, grounded in international humanitarian law and economic and social rights frameworks.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, supported by Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) based on the
frameworks of Fairclough and Van Dijk, in order to examine the linguistic and semantic structures of digital
discourse and its relationship to power and socio-political context. The study population consists of social media
pages and accounts reflecting the lived reality of Gaza’s population, while the sample includes 1,000 digital texts
(posts and comments) selected through a purposive random sampling method to ensure representation of diverse
social, economic, and political issues over the study period.
The findings reveal a clear structural shiftin digital discourse in Gaza, where issues of mobility and travel, economic
conditions and prices, work and permits, aid distribution, and security and politics emerged as central axes shaping
collective consciousness. The results further indicate a transition from a focus on development and long-term
stability toward an emphasis on “daily survival management,” reflecting the erosion of traditional social cohesion,
declining institutional trust, and the rise of individual survival strategies, alongside increasing reliance on digital
spaces as tools for expression, pressure, and rights claims.
In light of these findings, the study recommends strengthening freedom of movement, supporting the local
economy and reducing dependency on permits, reforming humanitarian aid systems to ensure fairness and
transparency, enhancing social protection networks for vulnerable groups, rebuilding institutional trust through
more efficient and transparent governance models, and reinforcing international protection of civilians’
fundamental rights in accordance with international humanitarian law, in order to restore a minimum level of

social and economic cohesion in the Gaza Strip.
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