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State Responsibility for the Acts of International Organizations: Reconciling Legal Autonomy with Overlapping
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Abstract:
This Article examines the international responsibility of the State for internationally wrongful acts connected to an
international organization, whether the State is a member of that organization. Such responsibility may arise when
a State aids, assists, directs, controls, or coerces an international organization in the commission of an
internationally wrongful act. It may also arise when a member State uses the organization’s competence to
circumvent its own international obligations.
Based on the 2011 Draft Articles of the International Law Commission on the Responsibility of International
Organizations, this study aims to identify the main situations in which a State may be held internationally
responsible, while clarifying the distinction between the responsibility of the international organization and that
of the State.
Keywords: State responsibility, international organization, internationally wrongful acts, International Law
Commission, international courts.
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