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Think Tanks and Public Policy-Making in Morocco : Mechanisms of Influence and Limits of Contribution
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Abstract:
By analyzing the think tank environment in Morocco, this study seeks to contribute to the ongoing debate
surrounding the role and nature of think tanks, and how this role and nature shift when these institutions operate
outside their original political environment. The research utilizes a number of theoretical frameworks, namely
pluralism and corporatism theory, to explain the essential roles of think tanks in the public policy-making process.
The normative framework is tested against empirical evidence from two selected think tanks as case studies,
through which conclusions can be drawn regarding the role(s) played by think tanks in the public policy-making
process in Morocco. The lessons from this study show that think tanks in Morocco, at present, are not sufficiently
engaged in public policy-making to contribute to shaping an open policy process and democratic debate. However,
their activities aimed at shaping public discourse and exerting bottom-up pressure on policymakers can contribute
to creating an environment that necessitates more inclusive policy-making.
Keywords: Think tanks, Public policies, Corporatism, Pluralism.
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