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The Image as an Instrument of Political Legitimization: A Comparative Reading in Christian Philosophy and the

Contemporary Arab Context
Abdelali Affane,
Doctor of Public Law and Political Science

Abstract

This article examines the concept of the image in Christian thought and its critique by opponents. This critique
allows us to re-understand the image in the medieval period, in parallel with the contemporary Arab context. The
image, which was historically forbidden by religious authorities in most Islamic countries, unlike in the Western
world, has gained significant prominence as a real political force, especially with the development and importation
of modern technology and the emergence of television broadcasting and social media.

The image has been, and continues to be, an instrument of power. The writings of Saint Augustine, St. John of
Damascus, and Aquinas contributed to its theological grounding, while the writings of Kantorovich, Garnier, and

Baschet rediscovered its political dimension. Thus, after being a subject of prohibition and controversy, the image,
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alongside written texts, has become one of the most important tools for studying history. The historical method is
no longer limited to textual analysis alone.

This transformation not only provides us with new perspectives for understanding history but also prompts us to
question the political role the image has played in different historical periods, on the one hand, and the
development of the Arab political context, on the other. This article attempts to connect the historical Christian
context of the image with modern research that has criticized its use, linking this research to the contemporary
relevance of the topic in the Arab world in order to better understand the use of the image as a tool for legitimizing
decisions or for political manipulation.

Keywords: Image, Greek philosophy, Christian philosophy, contemporary Arab context, political propaganda.
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