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Political Parties, Talent Développent, and the Production of Political Elites: Functions, Mechanisms, and Limits
of Party Action" A Case Study of Morocco"
Zohra bahani
PhD. candidate at Mohammed V Université, Rabat

Faculté of Légal, Economico, and Social Sciences, Salé|

Abstract

Political parties do more than compete in elections and mobilize voters. At their core, they are training grounds
where future politicians are recruited and prepared to take on roles in representation and policymaking.

The quality of a country’s political elites depends largely on how parties operate: how they recruit members, how
they train them, and what criteria they use to select them.

This happens through political socialization within the party, internal training programs, climbing the
organizational ladder, and finally the process of candidate selection.

Yet this function often falls short. Instead of renewing elites and producing new talent, many parties end up
recycling the same figures. Organizational calculations, personal interests, patronage, and social networks tend to

override merit in the selection process.
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° Michels, Robert (1911), Zur Soziologie des Parteiwesens in der modernen Demokratie..

° Michels, Robert (1962), Political Parties: A Sociological Study of the Oligarchical Tendencies of Modern

Democracy, New York, Free Press
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° Bourdieu, Pierre (1981), “La représentation politique: éléments pour une théorie du champ politique”,

Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, n°36-37.

o Panebianco, A. (1988), Political Parties: Organization and Power, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.
° Bourdieu, P. (1981), « La représentation politique : éléments pour une théorie du champ politique », Actes
de larecherche en sciences sociales, n° 36-37, pp. 3-24.

° Ranney, Austin (1965), The Doctrine of Responsible Party Government: Its Origins and Present State,

Urbana, University of lllinois Pres
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