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Maritime Carrier Liability in Light of International Conventions and the Saudi Commercial Maritime Law: A
Comparative Analytical Study
Dr. Hadia Ahmed Balkhyoor
Associate Professor of Commercial Law, Faculty of Law, King Abdulaziz University
Manar Mohammad Alghamdi
Master’s Researcher in Private Law, Faculty of Law, King Abdulaziz University
Abstract

This study compares maritime carrier liability under Saudi Commercial Maritime Law and the Brussels and Hamburg
Conventions. It uses a comparative analytical method to examine obligations, liability, exemptions, compensation,
insurance and claims. It finds that Saudi law follows Hamburg's approach to liability for loss, damage and delay, balancing
cargo interests and carrier interests. Effective protection, however, depends on the interaction of liability rules,
compensation limits, insurance coverage and claims procedures. It recommends addressing ambiguities in compensation
limits and notice requirements, and coordinating carriage, insurance and recourse rules, drawing on suitable solutions in

both conventions to ensure effective compensation and balanced protection.

Keywords: legal liability, maritime carrier, goods, Saudi Commercial Maritime Law, Brussels Convention, Hamburg

Convention.
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1083 Belgian Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs. (2021). Convention de Bruxelles du 25 aoit 1924: Etats liés, updated 28 May 2021; list published by the
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United Nations Treaty Collection. (2026). United Nations Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea, 1978: Status of Participants, Chapter XI-D-3. Status
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1109 International Maritime Organization. (2026). No safe transit through Strait of Hormuz: IMO Secretary-General. 24 April 2026.

https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/pressbriefings/pages/no-safe-transit-through-hormuz-imo-secretary-general.aspx

b = Collans — Jg¥I cpud] drols — JlosYI (1958 Comd] piitie (56 jual doSome 9 Wgd Bueize duols dlxo @
WWW.Droitetentreprise.com : _com yJ| 285l] MFORKi22@Gmail.com : _coms I Juo¥!



mailto:MFoRKi22@Gmail.com
http://doi.org/10.63585/VLQV1532
http://doi.org/10.63585/VLQV1532
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/nl8/800/36/pdf/nl880036.pdf
https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/pressbriefings/pages/no-safe-transit-through-hormuz-imo-secretary-general.aspx

Tyt Jlasits 5a3EN e Vol 77 05 albuw dgdll sl doaly
IS5N:2509-0297 y %. w w NM@% olume Issue Sasulall o Gaigilill mplall Gyl

>
DOI

% ‘ £
| i —me=N:66 OCTOBRE 2026  uincinipili 2yl yisa
http://doi.org/10.63585/VLQV1532 -

Sostala (ya (1/5) 3alL1 Hloae satdy Lty « SS9 s (1o (8/2/4) 33UL1 389 coymell Jlasl i (Aablgll sia Jules dicg
(211.210) (sl ¢ 54 & Gogase elachl Cimdy aamiling Guslodl izetd Ladlsssl Jpgall oo o &1 ladl (e 3ol
aiy ¢ seall Here Hdad e cudl 1 s ¥ (oa18l (sl cadgr oLl ) Jleal e Acbadl cals Tad 1308
Jadl s cagylay slael lagpy elling ypall 3 o S Aealuw a3 Juaddll Sleglaiy 598919 8l il clma
G el @ Tials o) Aol ey e Al gy
Luas g et Sl Jlaad doy 3] £2026 (oylo 16 3 skl 395 5585 & Leld deliadl e jaya 205l 551 lass
Lol miall lidad b Josys Sligais ae Aty il ) Llagons c¥glmag o JI dmill gudyall 7 Lanll (e oo &Y
Leladl suge 3 ol o)y lagy e Bunas oyl T b oo e a1 4811 g Uad Jian e Jiig Al Lz 50
Aebadl elay B (e 3amll J8LI el (922815 (gole als J) sl Joms Jlaas! JUl o iy 1110 Akl AL
Al sleaag SS9 (e (2/3) 8ol G Bliall ity 389 I3 g tLlad ot &bl pulually Lacs s 5l el e (3
Sl e Hatae el gaall Hdad bl of ! 6)59 2eagaudl (1/210) 53llls §ysuala oo (1/5) Balll @ Wsaal
3 Lals bl e sl lind calizes aasd lanyl s 2ela b 2liadl
EMalall e alyao 5yas gl aylitim) pganre (oo (Luwole) il ) Toliaal (Al ehalall allss po oY1 oia JolSisg
Jasall Jazes 31 2ladl Easlamdl cr an 31 ¢Liands Calliey ¥ Loy yletd] Aalai¥l § ols s 4d 5y o Logd ylna
5yall Lajlgall 389 « szl el Gaany piss § IS waall bogyd ,3g5 caidlaiul ] 6035 @1 8,00a0) 39alls lanye
Bygeas LalSs g Lanyl of Ay Il Jlaad 31 05 etll Ida ey 171711 ¢ el Galedl of 5ala0 3980 Aas (pall Jozead
L) gandl) 5l pasganlly sl sl clacyl dayyg ¢ 30
Ble> ST S 28Lasl 95 3] taebadl coliog JALIN oo S Lles Bl 3 yelas BN Alas¥l (o 355k 8 el
Ldsoity Adogudl Bllas ¢ Lud¥ Zebiadl coobiad Lles ST £rgala 283l gus (> @ ctilie] Cliwl g lud¥ J5LU
bl e § foseala ) coydl caiyd gagaudl gyl Gl allaidl Lol celac) podul Lauaty psLl
Sl Eexall

Sl JLT) adggun e agAll LY
Bl e Joludll 58 (@ladl el § Lo slac¥l Loy Lewlils didoguns Aasdsy Gl S5 SLall Ol say
S didlas 8 Emg @ Ao ud | iy pasgantl Jo¥l s 3 il i Jolily diles Adgsudl sda oigud e ALl
eyl glastl el sl erisey Alball @13 2doull Lyl Aadaill ilizmiueg (aagasll § oy Gl cnaldl)
oassatlly Al s
Saedl e allarll 3das (2) 5oL tdalSal Bl 3 Aty A8l ol G gosandl allasll 389 HUYI sda eyl
Slaadatll (pog Led Byledl ilebdiadl pe Ayl Lablio of 3SLall ilgn (3 geys G &etia¥) aadl deg Apngand|
Blelie o (A5Mall Sl delgall pzes a3l Joadl Jadl 9 Apdgam Higdw e 1) piladl Jas el dxslsll
(222) 85W1 T .(215) 8oL § elasl Logyd Doy Liag 5081 5S35 <(389) 3alll Lbaaxs a1 ddgudl aSLall a5l
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1115 Protocol amending the International Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law relating to Bills of Lading, as amended in 1968. (1979).

Brussels, 21 December 1979 (SDR Protocol). Art. (2). https://www.admiraltylawguide.com/conven/sdrprotocol1979.html

1116 AP Moller-Maersk A/S v Kyokuyo Ltd (The Maersk Tangier), [2018] EWCA Civ 778, 17 April 2018. paras. 2—10, 84—92.

https://caselaw.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ewca/civ/2018/778
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1117 International Maritime Organization. (2026). Status of IMO Treaties, 26 August 2026. Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims 1976
and 1996 Protocol. pp. 411, 424. https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/About/Conventions/StatusOfConventions/Status%202026.pdf

1118 MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company SA v Conti 11 Container Schiffahrts-GmbH & Co. KG MS MSC Flaminia, [2025] UKSC 14 (U.K.). paras. (23,
164—166). https://supremecourt.uk/cases/judgments/uksc-2023-0131
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1119 Canada. Marine Insurance Act, S.C. 1993, c. 22. ss. 6(1), 2(1). https://laws-lois justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-0.6/FullText.html Printed pagination of the
official consolidated text: pp. 1-3. https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.6.pdf

1120 Canada. Marine Insurance Act, S.C. 1993, c. 22. ss. 2, 19. https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-0.6/FullText.html; International Union of Marine
Insurance (IUMI). Marine Insurance Fundamentals. https://iumi.com/learning/tutorial/elementary/ Printed pagination of the official consolidated text: pp. 1—
2,6-7. https://laws-lois justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.6.pdf

1121 Canada. Marine Insurance Act, S.C. 1993, c. 22. ss. 29—31. https://laws-lois justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-0.6/FullText.html; International Union of Marine
Insurance (IUMI). Online Cargo Tutorial. Learning Objectives. https://iumi.com/learning/tutorial/tutorial-cargo/ Printed pagination of the official consolidated
text: pp. 10—12. https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/M-0.6.pdf

1122 Tetley, William. (1997). Glossary of Maritime Law Abbreviations, Definitions, Terms and Odds 'n Ends. European Transport Law, 32(3), p. 322."P & |
Insurance". https://bib.kuleuven.be/rbib/collectie/archieven/etl/1997-3.pdf
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1128 Herculito Maritime Ltd and others v Gunvor International BV and others (The Polar), [2024] UKSC 2 (U.K.). paras. 14, 99—100.
https://supremecourt.uk/uploads/uksc_2022_0009_judgment_d71917e30c.pdf

1129 Ozcan, Fatima. (2026). Breaking the chain of causation in English marine insurance law (Novus Actus Interveniens). WMU Journal of Maritime Affairs,

published online 9 June 2026. DOI: 10.1007/513437-026-00419-7. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13437-026-00419-7
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1130 International Maritime Organization. (2026). Guidelines on the Registration of Ships, LEG.1/Circ.19, 4 June 2026. paras. (1.2,4.2.7—4.2.15).
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Legal/Documents/Guidelines%200n%20the%20Registration%200f%20Ships.pdf

1131 International Maritime Organization. (2024). Legal Committee, 111th session, 22—26 April 2024: Guidelines for accepting insurance certificates and
insurance companies, financial security providers, and P&l Clubs; subsequently circulated as LEG.1/Circ.16, 20 June 2024.

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/LEG-111th-session.aspx
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1132 World Maritime University, IMO International Maritime Law Institute & UNCTAD. (2024). Final Report of the Study Group on Fraudulent Registration
and Fraudulent Registries of Ships, submitted to IMO Legal Committee as LEG 111/6.
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