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Protecting Lineage and Family Stability from Digital Risks: An In-Depth Substantive and Teleological Study of

Commercial Ancestry Tests in Light of the Moroccan Family Code
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Abstract

The rapid development of DNA analysis technologies has generated new legal challenges regarding lineage through "Direct-
to-Consumer Genetic Tests." This study examines the legal value of such test results in paternity disputes under the
Moroccan Family Code (Articles 152, 153, 158) and personal data protection rules (Law 09.08). The study concludes that
while Moroccan legislation recognizes judicial genetic expertise under strict conditions, commercial DTC tests cannot be
equated with official judicial expertise. Furthermore, genomic data constitute sensitive information requiring specific
safeguards. Ultimately, the research proposes a preventive regulatory approach that balances family stability and genetic
privacy with technological progress, avoiding absolute prohibition.

Keywords: Direct-to-Consumer Genetic Testing, Family Code, Personal Data Protection, Artificial Intelligence, Genetic

Sovereignty, Presumption of Legitimate Paternity.
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1168 National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI), Privacy in Genomics.
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